PRESENTATION ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Human trafficking refers to transportation of persons for forced labour, sexual exploitation or other illicit activities. It is estimated that more than one million people are trafficked annually around the world; some experts say it could be double that.

Human trafficking has become global businesses that generate huge profits for traffickers and organise criminal groups.  Because of its clandestine nature, human trafficking is likely to remain an increasingly underreported crime. Therefore, establishing reliable statistics on human trafficking remains a challenge worldwide mostly in Africa.

PREVENTION

Poverty and lack of economic opportunity make women and children potential victims of traffickers associated with internal criminal organizations. They are vulnerable to false promises of jobs opportunities in other countries.  Many of those who accept these offers from what appears to more legitimated sources find themselves in situations where their documents are destroyed, their selves or their families threatened with harm, or they are bonded by a debt that they have no chance of repaying.

While women and children are particularly vulnerable to trafficking for the sex trade, human trafficking is not limited to sexual exploitation. It also includes persons who are trafficked into forced marriages or into bonded labour market such as sweat shops, agricultural plantations, or domestic’s service. The prevention of human trafficking requires several types of interventions. Some are of low or moderate cost and can have some immediate impact such as awareness campaigns that allow high risk individuals to make informed decisions. Strong laws that are enforced are an effective deterrent. However, serious law enforcement is expensive.

According to Family Health International, 1999, a number of programs in Asia have already begun to address the causes of trafficking in women. One of Thailand, s responses was to focus on the source of demand for trafficked services, such as the clients of underage sex workers. Though the impetus and lobbying of the National Commission on Women’s Affairs (NCWA(, Thailand is the first country in the region to pass laws that impose greater penalties on customers than on sellers for involvement in commercial sex with underage partners. Application of the law has been light, but it is the basis for future enforcement. The NCWA is also trying to change male sexual norms through a national poster campaign with messages showing a child saying (my father does not visit prostitutes.(
In China, the State Council, local party commissions and government agencies attach importance to combating human trafficking. In provinces infested by the crime, leading functionaries from the police, the office of the procurator, the courts, the civil departments , the media , schools, women’s federations trade unions and the  Communist Youth League each play their own role in combating trafficking.  Women’s organizations help governmental agencies by creating awareness among illiterate women who are most vulnerable to being trafficking. Seminars and training courses are sponsored by these organizations to raise awareness about laws and policies against trafficking. Printed materials, such as the anti-trafficking manual prepared by the ALL China women’s Federation and the Ministry of Justice, are also distributed to women.

In Chiang Rai, Thailand, a Thai NGO called Development and Education Program for Daughters and Communities (DEPDC) aims to prevent women and children from being forced into the illegal sex trade or child labour due to outside pressures, lack of education and limited employment alternatives. The NGO utilises a mix of strategies to convince parents about the dangers of the illegal sex trade. Information about HIV and AIDS, brothel conditions, legal penalties, and potential dangers is used to support their arguments. In many successful cases the decision of the child to continue her education overrides the parent’s desire for money.

In the Philippines, GABRIELA, which is the National Alliance of women’s organizations, is actively involved in massive awareness campaigns to prevent the trafficking of women and girls from the Philippines. Its strategies consist of seminars and information dissemination to NGOs and Government Agencies and awareness campaigns at the community level.

In Cambodia, the Human Right Commission has taken the lead to raise awareness on the subject of trafficking at the community level. The commission has conducted extensive and valuable research throughout the country, organised a national workshop, and proactively contributed to interpretations and implementation of the trafficking law. The Government also provides shelters and schooling for orphans and street children to keep them away from trafficking.

PRETECTION

The vulnerable become victims of traffickers. Once trafficked, the victims are even more vulnerable as they have often been stripped of their documentation, faces with threats to their person, and too often humiliated by law enforcement agencies when they are classified “criminals” or “violators” of migration laws. As “illegal immigrants”, trafficking victims are detained or deported. In some cases, officials collaborate with international or national criminal organizations. The UN protocol to prevent, suppress, and punish trafficking in persons (2000) specifically calls upon nations to address protection of the human rights of victims and to provide measures for the physical, psychological, and social recovery of victims of trafficking. It is important to protect the privacy and identity of individuals freed from traffickers especially during and following prosecution of their traffickers. Victims also require appropriate housing, counselling, medical and material assistance, and employment training and opportunities to facilitate transition and reintegration.

Governments that are determining to crack down on trafficking organizations have to win the confidence of the victims, who are often the best informants as to the details of trafficking operations. Protecting the identity of victims and providing for their safety are crucial to effective prosecution of traffickers. Laws and procedures that protect victims will encourage them to come forward and testify against traffickers and their organizations.

Protection is also an important part of the process of rehabilitation and reintegration of the victims. There is a need to support both national and international non – governmental organizations that are working to provide shelters and rehabilitation services for victims of trafficking. Governmental agencies alone cannot fill the protection needs of all trafficked persons. The NGOs are especially important to support the rescued victim who is transported back to her home country for rehabilitation and reintegration.

The South Korean Ministry of justice has put in place various measures to protect trafficking victims, including shelters and self-support centres. The government has also enacted the NGO Assistance law and has provided various kinds of assistance, including financial support for NGOs. It is also offering legal aid to trafficking victims. In 2001, the Government spent a total of 4.9 billion won (USD4.0 million) on direct assistance to victims, shelters, counselling centres, and hot lines.

RELATED RESOURCES

The United State Department of Health and Human Services has created Tool Kits for Health Care Providers, Social Service Providers, and Law Enforcement Officers who are currently providing services to victims of trafficking, or who could potentially come into contact with victims of trafficking.

PROSECUTION

Due to the highly clandestine nature of the crime of human trafficking, the great majority of human trafficking cases go unreported and culprits remain at large. There are reports that many human traffickers are associated with international criminal organizations are therefore, highly mobile and difficult to prosecute. Sometimes members of the local law enforcement agencies are involved in the lucrative business of illegal exportation or importation of human beings. Prosecution is further complicated by victims of trafficking being afraid to testify against traffickers out of fear for their and their family member’s lives.

In order to combat the globalization of this criminal behaviour, international policies and practices that encourage civil participation and cooperation with trafficking victims in the precaution of traffickers have to be developed. Human trafficking laws must provide serious penalties against traffickers, including provisions for the confiscation of property and compensation for victims. At the same time, training is needed to ensure that an insensitive investigation and prosecution process does not further traumatize trafficking victims.

Technical cooperation among countries and international law enforcement agencies is essential for investigating the extent and forms of trafficking and documenting activities of international criminal organizations. Special training is needed to develop the skills of local law enforcement agencies in the area of investigation and prosecution.

Source, transit and destination countries should provide support mechanisms for trafficking victims involved in judicial activities. These would include extended witness protection services and opportunities to institute criminal and civil proceedings against traffickers. Destination countries should have a system of social support for victims for trafficking victims who cannot return home and / or cooperate with prosecutors.

It is also important that the reinforcement agencies ensure that their efforts to punish traffickers are implemented within a system that is quick and respects and safeguards the rights of the victims to privacy, dignity and safety.

IN GHANA 

Children are the most dominant victims when trafficking is pointed.

ILO vigilantic committee research indicated that over three hundred (300) children are trafficked in three months through the boarders of Ghana. This includes place like, Kulungugu (Ghana / Togo boarder) close to Bawku in the Upper East region. Paga (Ghana / Burkina Faso boarder) also in the Upper east region. 

CAMP OF TRAFFICKED CHILDREN

Yegi in the Brong Ahafo Region.

This is a fishing community were the trafficked children are sold or hired to the fishermen to assist them in the fishing activities. These children with ages between 7 years and above cost between 200,000 to 600,000 Cedis.

WORK DONE BY THESE CHILDREN 

Act as divers to disentangle fishing net.

Serves as net pullers. 

Serves as sales boys and girls for the fishermen.

Girls are forced sexually satisfy the fishermen in the community.

